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• PIERS offers the most comprehensive database on U.S. trade
and waterborne cargo.

• Historical roots go back to the 1827 founding of The Journal of
Commerce by S.B. Morse.

Company Overview

Commerce by S.B. Morse.

• PIERS was launched over 30 years ago as the JOC’s first
venture into electronic information.



Data Collection

• Data is from manifests and bills of lading.

• New data is loaded weekly from U.S. Customs.

• Covers ports in U.S. and Latin America.

• Over 12 million bills of lading collected annually:

• PIERS gathers and verifies all records for accuracy and
completeness.

• PIERS translates the raw data into intelligible shipping
records in a format that has become the industry standard.

• PIERS subjects its data to a series of audits, and adds
detail such as harmonized tariff codes and estimated value of
cargoes.



Why Use PIERS

PIERS database reveals the details of global trade to help
companies find out:

• Who is transporting goods

• What is the estimated dollar value and volume of goods

• Where goods are being transported to and from
(cargo flow)



Portfolio of Risks

• PIERS has an online tool
that can provide you with
accurate data:

• PIERS can specify what is in
each container;

• PIERS can identify where
each shipment is during a
specific period in time;

• Let PIERS tell you what is
on each vessel.



Real World Examples

Company
of interest



Results…

Different views to see
products, weight,
foreign port and

others



Bill of Lading

Estimated Value

Shipper Details

Commodity
Description



Advanced Search

You can find all the
shippers on one voyage

Search by Arrival
Dates

Search by
Voyage Number



Final Data

Expanded detail shows all of the information
provided on the bill of lading

List of the clients that
are on one vessel



Final Data

Find out which ports have the most volume from a shipper

COMPANY USPORT TEUS PCT

EUROPEAN CAR IMPORTER IN THE US CHARLESTON 11,059 60.21

EUROPEAN CAR IMPORTER IN THE US NEW YORK 3,175 17.29

EUROPEAN CAR IMPORTER IN THE US SAVANNAH 1,836 10.00

EUROPEAN CAR IMPORTER IN THE US OAKLAND 747 4.07

EUROPEAN CAR IMPORTER IN THE US LOS ANGELES 691 3.76

EUROPEAN CAR IMPORTER IN THE US NEW ORLEANS 514 2.80

EUROPEAN CAR IMPORTER IN THE US LONG BEACH 229 1.25

EUROPEAN CAR IMPORTER IN THE US PHILADELPHIA 52 0.28

EUROPEAN CAR IMPORTER IN THE US HOUSTON 36 0.20

EUROPEAN CAR IMPORTER IN THE US NORFOLK 22 0.12

EUROPEAN CAR IMPORTER IN THE US JACKSONVILLE 5 0.03



Final Data

Find out which countries ship the most volume

COMPANY COUNTRY TEUS PCT

EUROPEAN CAR IMPORTER IN THE US AUSTRIA 3,016 16.42

EUROPEAN CAR IMPORTER IN THE US BELGIUM 4 0.02

EUROPEAN CAR IMPORTER IN THE US CHINA P 1 0.01

EUROPEAN CAR IMPORTER IN THE US FRANCE 16 0.09EUROPEAN CAR IMPORTER IN THE US FRANCE 16 0.09

EUROPEAN CAR IMPORTER IN THE US GERMANY 15,258 83.08

EUROPEAN CAR IMPORTER IN THE US JAPAN 1 0.01

EUROPEAN CAR IMPORTER IN THE US NETHLDS 50 0.27

EUROPEAN CAR IMPORTER IN THE US NORWAY 9 0.05

EUROPEAN CAR IMPORTER IN THE US P RICO 6 0.03

EUROPEAN CAR IMPORTER IN THE US SWEDEN 1 0.01

EUROPEAN CAR IMPORTER IN THE US U KING 4 0.02



Final Data

Find out which months have the highest volume

COMPANY MTH TEUS PCT1

EUROPEAN CAR IMPORTER IN THE US 2008 03 1,855 10.10

EUROPEAN CAR IMPORTER IN THE US 2008 04 1,751 9.53

EUROPEAN CAR IMPORTER IN THE US 2008 05 1,811 9.86

EUROPEAN CAR IMPORTER IN THE US 2008 06 1,472 8.01

EUROPEAN CAR IMPORTER IN THE US 2008 07 1,464 7.97

EUROPEAN CAR IMPORTER IN THE US 2008 08 1,902 10.36

EUROPEAN CAR IMPORTER IN THE US 2008 09 1,487 8.10

EUROPEAN CAR IMPORTER IN THE US 2008 10 1,708 9.30

EUROPEAN CAR IMPORTER IN THE US 2008 11 1,310 7.13

EUROPEAN CAR IMPORTER IN THE US 2008 12 1,501 8.17

EUROPEAN CAR IMPORTER IN THE US 2009 01 1,115 6.07

EUROPEAN CAR IMPORTER IN THE US 2009 02 990 5.39



Trade Horizons

Quarterly Report & Forecast on U.S. Container Trade

Trade Horizons reports actual trade, measured in twenty-foot equivalent

units (TEUs), for the most recent two years, and forecasts volumes two

years out for 12 trade regions as well as U.S. import-export trade as ayears out for 12 trade regions as well as U.S. import-export trade as a

whole. Information is provided on top trading partners, top

commodities, and top carriers by region.



PIERS Global Intelligence

Provides you with …
• A complete source of timely, accurate data on U.S. and

international import and export markets
– The most complete picture of what’s happening in your

industry
– More detail about international trade than any other– More detail about international trade than any other

source in the world

QUESTIONS?


