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ÅNTSB: who we are, our strengths and our 

unique role

ÅMost Wanted List

ÅAnatomy of a Marine Investigation

ÅVDRs

Overview
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National Transportation Safety Board

ÅIndependent federal agency

ÅInvestigate transportation accidents

ÅMake safety recommendations 

ÅAssist victims and their families
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What We Do:

Investigate What Happened,

Why It Happened, and

Make Recommendations to 

Prevent It from 

Happening Again
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ÅParticipation in 

Listening Sessions

ÅSupport of Most Wanted 

List Items 

What we ask of You
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ÅEliminate Operator Distractions

ÅReduce Fatigue-Related Accidents

ÅRequire Medical Fitness 

ÅEnd Alcohol & Other Drug Impairment in 

Transportation

ÅExpand Recorder Use to Enhance Safety

Support NTSB Most Wanted List Items
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ÅStructure

ÅFact finding & Launch

ÅAnalysis

ÅReport (Draft) or Brief

ÅBoard Meeting ïFull Report (Final) Issued

Anatomy of a Marine Investigation Overview
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ÅBoard Members

ÅModal Offices 

ÅSupporting Offices

Anatomy of a Marine Investigation Basic Structure
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ÅOMS structure

ÅManagement

ÅInvestigators & Staff

ÅDuty Sections/Go Teams/Duty Officer

Anatomy of a Marine Investigation 

OMS Basic Structure
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ÅROC contact

ÅDiscussions Internal and with USCG 

ÅLaunch 

Anatomy of a Marine Investigation 

Fact Finding - Prelude to the Launch
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ÅBoard Member

ÅIIC

ÅGroup Chairmen

ÅSupport Personnel from different offices

Anatomy of a Marine Investigation 

Launch Commences
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ÅGroups are usually formed for:

ÅNautical operations

ÅEngineering operations

ÅSurvival Factors

ÅHuman Performance (Elements)

Anatomy of a Marine Investigation 

Fact Finding - Groups
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Parties to the field investigation shall be limited to 

those persons, government agencies, companies, 

and associations whose employees, functions, 

activities, or products were involved in the accident 

and who can provide suitable qualified technical 

personnel to actively assist in the field 

investigation.          49 C.F.R. § 831.11

Anatomy of a Marine Investigation 

Fact Finding - The Party System
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ÅWho are the parties?

ÅNTSB

ÅCoast Guard

ÅOwners/operators

ÅTechnical experts 

(accident-dependent)

Fact Finding - The Party System
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Now You See Me 
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Now You Donôt 
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ÅThe Parties: 

ÅNominate one person to be the party coordinator

ÅShare factual info obtained in the investigation

ÅParticipate in fact gathering but not analysis

ÅAre invited to submit findings, recommendations, 

and suggested probable cause

Anatomy of a Marine Investigation 

Fact Finding - The Party System
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ÅFact Finding continues through:

ÅInterviews

ÅMBIs

ÅDocuments from the Parties

ÅVSI

ÅVDRs

Anatomy of a Marine Investigation 

Fact Finding 
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Anatomy of a Marine Investigation Fact Finding 


