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PLANNING COMMITTEE 
  

 

Matt Puzio - Chair  

Berkley Offshore 

Max Meltzer 

Guy Carpenter 

Shane Tutass 

Aon 

Sammy Constantinou 

RLI Insurance Company 

Alexander Porter 

J. H. Blades & Co., Inc. 

Ben Wyatt 

Ascot Group 

Tom Losquadro 

AIG 

Andrew Smith 

McGill and Partners 

Eileen Monreale     

AIMU 

Tessa Lucero 

Marsh 

Adrienne Sozansky 

The Hartford 

 

 

 

 

 

SEMINAR TOPICS/SCHEDULE 
 

 

9:00 am –  

9:45 am 

Registration and breakfast  

9:45 am Welcome and Opening remarks John Miklus 

President, AIMU 

 

Matt Puzio   

Assistant Vice President – Marine 

Underwriting 

Berkley Offshore 

 

10:00 am - 

11:00 am 

Pre & Post Claim Surveys: A Day in the Life 

A glimpse into a day in the life of a marine surveyor, ranging 

from the appointment process to the ins and outs of an actual 

survey: establishing proximate cause, assessing resulting 

damages, managing multi-party interests, and more. 

Sean Murphy 

Senior Surveyor and Naval 

Architect, ABL 

 

Chris Law 



          

 Senior Vice President – Loss 

Control Specialist, Aon 

11:00 am - 

12:00 pm 

Excess Marine Liability: Evaluating “The Working Layer”  

A panel discussion focusing on underlying coverages, 

attachment points, inflationary concerns, capacity, and coverage 

forms as respects excess marine liability. 

John Moy 

Underwriter – Marine, Beazley      

 

Christian Platusich 

Head of Marine Hull and Liability 

North America, AIG 

 

Gordon Lewis 

Divisional Vice President, Great 

American 

 

Richard Geiger 

Senior Vice President, North 

American Marine Industry Practice 

Leader, Marsh Specialty 

 

12:00 am - 

12:15 pm 

Morning Break 

 

  

12:15 pm - 

1:00 pm 

Changing Tides: Maritime Legal Landscape  

An overview of recent changes in maritime legislation, including 

the Small Passenger Vessel Liability Fairness Act, Choice of 

Law Clauses, Ocean Shipping Reform Act (OSRA) of 2022 and 

Louisiana Department of Insurance Advisory Letter 2023-01 

regarding defense costs within the limits of a policy of liability 

insurance. 

 

Laura Ann K. Froning  

Counsel, Wiggin and Dana 

1:00 pm - 

2:00 pm 

Lunch Break 

 

 

2:00 pm - 

3:00 pm 

Hot Topics: An update on Cyber Security and Lithium-Ion 

Battery Fire Dangers  

A look behind the scenes at how the First Coast Guard District is 

developing an innovative, holistic approach to MTS Cyber safety 

and security. 

 

A summary of current knowledge and thinking on the loss 

exposures presented by shipping of lithium-ion batteries either 

being transported as independent cargo or installed in various 

consumer devices being shipped. 

Kevin K. Adams 

Marine Transportation System 

Cybersecurity Specialist, 

District Prevention, 

U.S. Coast Guard First District 

 

Captain Rahul Khanna 

Global Head of Marine Risk 

Consulting, AGCS 

3:00pm – 

4:00pm 

CAT: Changing the Insurance and Capital Markets and its 

Impact on Marine Insurers  

Viewing how (Re)Insurance companies evaluate their exposure 

from natural catastrophes and the impact of increases in 

volatility and severity in their capital planning. 

 

Steve Guijarro 

U.S. Chief Risk Officer & Group 

Head of Exposure Management, 

Ascot Group 

 

Tim Brockett 



          

A discussion into the expanding nature of secondary perils 

alongside the traditional Wind, Flood and Earthquake 

exposures. 

Evaluating a Marine portfolio’s exposure to CAT events from a 

modelled and non-modelled basis. 

 

EVP, Head of Specialty Lines, 

Munich Re 

4:00pm –  

4:10pm 

Afternoon Break  

4:10 pm – 

5:00 pm 

Emerging Leaders Panel 

A panel of emerging leaders will provide their insights on the 

marine insurance industry and career development. Interactive 

session that will feature facilitated questions and audience Q&A. 

 

Laura Block  

Vice President, Marine Claims 

Ascot 

 

Alex Porter 

Marine Underwriter 

JH Blades 

 

Max Meltzer 
Vice President, Global Marine and 
Energy Specialty  
Guy Carpenter 
 
Kelsey Rowland 

Partner, McGill and Partners 

 

Yaakov Adler 

Partner, Freehill Hogan & Mahar. 

 

Moderated by: 

Tony Cowie 

Senior Vice President | Head of 

Ocean Marine Americas | Global 

Specialty 

Swiss Re America   

5:00 pm Closing Remarks   John Miklus, President, AIMU 

5:05 pm – 

7:00 pm 

Cocktail Reception  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



          

ATTENDEES 

 
FIRST NAME LAST NAME COMPANY 

Nneka  Akukwe Marsh 

William  Alpert Allied World Re 

Marcial Alzugaray Aon 

Estelle Balistrieri Hugh Wood, Inc. 

Joseph Bandieramonte Epic Insurance Broker & Consultants 

Adam Bass Hiscox Re 

Elizabeth Batan Tokio Marine America 

Andrea Bedard RB Jones 

Catherine E. Bergstresser W. E. Cox Claims Group (USA) LLC 

Alex Berisha Liberty Mutual Insurance 

Mark  Bernstein Alliant Insurance Services 

James  Brancato Beazley Group 

Michael Brod Great American Insurance Group 

Zandra Brown RB Jones 

June Burke Sedqwick 

Ted Calligeros Loadsure 

Brian Cantwell Liberty Mutual Insurance 

Danielle Centeno The American P&I Club 

Kristen Chan McGill and Partners 

Ryan Chefalas Cincinnati Re 

Kimun Chui RLI 

Joseph Coccaro CNA 

Sammy Constantinou RLI Insurance 

Judy Cooke TransRe 

John Cunsolo Berkley Offshore Underwriting Managers 

Molly Dearth Great American Insurance Co. 

Nicholas Dellamano Travelers 

Scott DeSimone LiIberty Mutual Insurance Company 

William Devine Liberty Mutual 

Brendan Dolan US Coast Guard 

Robert Donaldson Coaction Specialty Insurance 

Felicia Donohoue Aspen Insurance 

John Driscoll Willis Towers Watson 

Joseph Drucker Guy Carpenter - retired 

Matthew Dybus Liberty Mutual Insurance Company 

John E. Ellis Canopius 

Mark Engel RB Jones 

Rick Falcinelli Aspen Insurance 



          

Soraya Faoussi Guy Carpenter 

Howard Fenichel Great American Insurance Group 

Joshua Fong AGCS 

Will  Frohne Falvey Insurance Group 

John Gambino RB Jones 

Dennis Gates Roanoke Insurance Group 

Richard Geiger Hugh Wood Inc. 

Lori Goldstein RLI Insurance 

Amanda Goon Coaction Specialty Insurance 

Katie Goon Intact Insurance 

Cole Grieshop One80 Intermediaries 

Noreen Graham Allianz Global Corporate & Specialty 

Megan Griffin St. John's School of Risk Management 

Tom Gu Globex Underwriting Services 

Grissel Gutierrez Willis Towers Watson 

Frank Harten Travelers 

Richard J.  Haverlin Jr. Hugh Wood International 

Sam Hellebush Intact Insurance 

Gina Hernandez CNA Insurance 

Chris Hill Beazley Group 

Brendan Hillin Swiss Re 

John Hillin US Coast Guard 

Matt Hinkes Ascot Group 

Shanel Hobson CNA 

Peter Husstege Great American Insurance Co. 

Maggie Jacobsen Aon 

Ray Jaquez Aspen Insurance 

Christopher Johnson Allianz Global Corporate & Specialty 

Kyle J. Johnston Travelers 

Nestor Kalergios St. John's School of Risk Management 

Kevin Kearney Hugh Wood Inc. 

Kevin Kempf Ascot 

Matthew Khelmer Fox School of Business at Temple University 

Brendan Kochan Sompo International 

Maurice Lee Nationwide 

Mario Leon Globex Underwriting Services 

Birgit Liehmann Willis Towers Watson 

Christopher   Loffler USMMA 

Tom Losquadro AIG 

Tessa Lucero Marsh & McLennan 

James Lundberg SUNY Maritime 

Leo Magrath Guy Carpenter 

Oliver Manser GenRe 



          

Justin Mark The Hartford 

Tracy Markowski RB Jones 

Deirdre McNally Munich Re 

Graeme McPhee National Cargo Bureau 

James Menard Ascot Group 

Max Meltzer Guy Carpenter 

Dylan Mercante The Hartford 

Darin Miller Sedgwick Claims Management Services 

Melbourne Miller Loadsure 

Thomas Mullady Ascot Insurance Company 

James Nasso Starr Marine 

Tom Nasso Ascot Insurance Company 

Erik Nergaard Guy Carpenter 

Ruth Ngwana CNA 

Alain Noboa Hugh Wood Inc. 

Angela Nolan Canopius Insurance Services 

David O'Dougherty Ascot Underwriting Inc. 

Karla Piatoff Willis Towers Watson 

Vlad Polishchuk Travelers 

Rebecca Polunas TransRe 

James Puglia Munich Re 

Matthew M. Puzio Berkley Offshore Underwriting Managers 

Alexander Roberson USMMA 

Ricardo Salaverria Gallagher 

James Sanzone Munich Re 

Robert Sheridan SUNY Maritime 

Joe Sheridan EPIC 

Andrew Smith McGill & Partners 

Adrienne Sozansky The Hartford 

Jonathan Spencer The Spencer Company 

Gabby Staniszewski RB Jones 

Bob Stearns Aon 

Matthew Szabo Sompo International 

Kevin Tallon McGill and Partners 

Matt Taucher Aspen 

Peter Tonuzi Aon 

Shane Tutass Aon 

Daniel Venditto Ascot Group 

John Verderosa Kemah Marine 

Brian Walter AIG 

Suzanne Warner Guy Carpenter 

Andrea Willi Swiss Re 

Avery Woods The Hartford 



          

Ning Xu Globex Underwriting Services 

Kelly You Aspen Insurance 

John Yu Ascot Group 

Nora Zdonowski Canopius 

Evan Zeliff Berkley Offshore Underwriting 

Carolyn Ziegler US Coast Guard 

Vineet  SUNY Maritime 
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