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NTSB Mission

The NTSB is an independent federal agency charged by 
Congress with investigating every civil aviation accident in 
the United States and significant accidents in other modes 
of transportationðmarine, railroad, highway, and pipeline. 

The NTSB determines the probable cause of the 
accidents and issues safety recommendations aimed at 
preventing future accidents. In addition, the NTSB carries 
out special studies concerning transportation safety and 
coordinates the resources of the federal government 
and other organizations to provide assistance to victims 
and their family members impacted by major 
transportation disasters.
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Office of Marine Safety
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NTSB Mission in Marine Safety

Å Investigate major marine casualties 

Á Within US waters

Á US casualties anywhere in world

Á Public/non-public accidents

Á Assist other nations when US 
interests are impacted by 
maritime accidents

Å Make findings

Å Determine probable cause

Å Make recommendations
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Investigations

Å Loss of self-propelled vessel >100gt

Å >$500k damage

Å 6+ fatalities

Å Serious threat posed to health and 
environment by hazardous materials

Å Accidents involving US Government 
vessels

ÅNavy, USCG, USACOE, NOAA, 
CBP, NSF, etc.

Å Substantially Interested States

ÅProvide technical assistance to 
the USCG
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NTSB Authorities and Guidance

ÅIndependent Safety Board 

Act of 1974

Å49 CFR Part 831

Å49 CFR Part 850

Å2021 MOU NTSB/USCG

ÅIMO MSC/84/24 Add. 1

ÅCasualty Investigation 

Code

8



US Code Annotated

ÅTitle 49 Chapter 11

ÅGeneral Organization

ÅPowers

ÅRecordings

ÅReports and Studies 1116

ÅGovernment vessel 
accidents

ÅInvestigations of USCG
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46 Part 831 NTSB Regulations

ÅApplicability

ÅResponsibility

ÅAuthority

ÅNature of Investigations

ÅPriority

ÅWithholding info

ÅRepresentation

ÅIIC

ÅCredentials

ÅAutopsies

ÅParties

ÅWreckage
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46 Part 831 NTSB Regulations

ÅRecognize dual NTSB/USCG authorities

ÅSubpart E established for Marine mode
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46 Part 850

ÅUSCG/NTSB 

investigations

ÅPreliminary investigation 

by USCG

ÅWhen NTSB investigates

ÅNTSB included in MBI 

proceedings

ÅRecords
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USCG and NTSB MOU

ÅJune 2021 is latest version

ÅUSCG 
Commandant/Chairman 
signatures

ÅEstablishes which agency 
leads federal investigations

ÅDescribes information 
sharing

ÅPlaceholder for cyber 
investigations
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IMO Casualty Code

ÅMSC 84/24/Add.1, Annex 1

ÅUsed by most flag and coastal 
states for casualty 
investigations

ÅSubstantially Interested States

ÅExamples

ÅCosta Concordia grounding

ÅViking Sky
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ÅAccident is reported to USCG from Flag State

ÅFlag and Coastal State determine the lead

ÅUSCG is the US representative to IMO 
investigations, NTSB provides technical assistance

ÅUS investigators participate in all phases of fact 
finding

ÅUSCG and NTSB review Flag State report and 
provide comments

Substantially Interested State investigations 

using IMO Casualty Code
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NTSB Process
ÅNotification

ÅOn Scene

ÅNaming of Parties

ÅFactual Development

ÅNTSB hearing

ÅUSCG Marine Board

ÅTechnical review

ÅParty Submissions

ÅDraft Report

ÅBoard Meeting

ÅSafety Recommendations

ÅAdvocacy
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Early Stages of investigation

Å Media reports or USCG

Å NTSB Duty Officer

Å Assesses initial notification

ÅNotifies OMS Management

Å Obtains additional information

Å OMS Management contacts USCG INV

Å Determination of MMC

Å Determination of Lead Agency

Å Preliminary Report is completed

Å NTSB IIC and USCG IO in contact--
proceed

18



19



Investigation will proceed

Å Point of contact established for investigation

Å NTSB named lead agency; Media handled by 
NTSB

Å NTSB IIC named, exchange of contact info

Å NTSB team sent to site

Å Office of Marine Safety, MD, RE, SRC

Å Cooperate and coordinate with agency

Å Mishap and internal investigations

Å NTSB serves as external investigation

Å Name parties (owner of other vessel)

Å NTSB Transportation Disaster Assistance for non-
government casualties

Å Flag States are treated as Parties, along with 
Class
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NTSB Party System

Å Naming of Parties

ÅOrganizations

ÅTechnical support

Å Participation

ÅOnly technical contributors

ÅLimits on attorneys, insurers

ÅFactual development

ÅTesting of components

ÅWitness interviews

ÅTechnical Review

Å USCG PII v. NTSB Party

ÅNTSB determines status

ÅNo attorney questions
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